THE  DEFILE   OF  THE  BATTLE-AXE.     40!
both thus drawn up in line of battle, face to face. All along these lines the foes contemplated each other with large, wild eyes. At first, there was evident hesitation ; at length the two armies simultaneously were put in motion. The Barbarians advanced slowly, in order to avoid getting out of breath, beating the ground with their feet. The centre of the Punic army formed a convex curve. Then a terrible shock burst, like the crashing of two fleets running foul of each other. The first rank of the Barbarians was soon opened, and the 'archers, sheltered behind the others, hurled their balls, arrows, and javelins. Meanwhile, the curve of the Punic army gradually straightened: it became a right line, afterwards was inflected; next, the two sections of velites approached each other in parallel lines like the branches of closing compasses.
The Barbarians, charging the phalanx furiously, entered into the break: they were ruining themselves. Matho halted them, and whilst the Carthaginian wings continued to advance, he caused the throe interior ranks of his army to retire outwardly ; soon they overlapped his flanks; his army then appeared in a long line of three ranks. But the Barbarians placed at the two ends were the weakest, especially those on the left, who had ex-hansled their quivers ; and the troop of velites, which had at last come hand-to-hand with them, slaughtered thorn freely,
Matho drew them back. His right wing contained tin* rmnpimiuns, armed with battle-axes; these he jmsltod against the left of the Carthaginians; the centre forces attacked the onomy, and those on the
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